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CUSTER CONNECTIONSCUSTER CONNECTIONS

If you’re like me, you may be wrinkling your nose at the thought of people making millions of dollars on one
movie giving you business advice. But there’s a new generation of Hollywood stars that aren’t content with just
time on screen. They’re building empires, too. And while name recognition is easier for them and start-up capital
only requires dipping into their millions, they still have the same struggles to find a valuable product or service to
bring to market. They didn’t go to Harvard but they’re learning every day just like you are and here’s what they
have to say:

Business Advice from 3 Hollywood Celebrities
“Build Bonfires” – Matthew McConaughey
Matthew McConaughey’s Instagram profile describes him as “Husband. Father. Actor. Minister of Culture.
Professor. Creative Director. AustinFC. JKLivin. …Pickle Expert.” On a recent podcast, he told a story about how
he was involved in many different business undertakings. He had about eight projects going at once—a movie
production company, a music production company, his acting, and a few more side projects. Each was generating a
nice little income. He referred to them as “campfires.” Following his gut, he decided to step back from all of them,
but three. He concentrated his energy on the three he was most passionately invested in. Those three went from
campfires to “bonfires.”

What we can learn from this: pick 1-3 things to focus your efforts on. Go into each quarter with goals for as
many as three things, but no more. If you try to do more, you’ll spread yourself thin. You won’t have the time to
dedicate to them, so they’ll stay small. When you give a few ideas your undivided attention, they’ll catch fire and
take off. Plus, you’ll have a more solid brand. People will understand what you do because you’re an expert at
those few things.
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Change Isn’t Bad, It’s Necessary for Continued Success –
Jessica Alba
Jessica Alba, actress and Founder/Creative Director of the Honest Company, wanted to create a business based
around healthier, ethically-sourced products for babies and homes. One of the things she talks about is the need for
reevaluating success periodically. (Former Blockbuster execs would certainly agree.) Even a successful business
requires review. She said, “No matter how much success a business has, the model constantly needs to be
evaluated to protect that success. Even the most successful businesses are fragile and vulnerable. It's not enough to
rely on having a great product that people love. The supply chain and operations need to be in place to support the
business growth.”

What we can learn from this: success is temporary, like Andy Warhol’s quote about “fifteen minutes of fame.”
Your business audience will always be asking what you’ve done for them lately. To exist as the same entity for
years means you will get typecast just like an actor does. That’s fine and can be lucrative until your audience
decides they want something else and since you haven’t embraced change, you won’t be it.

Trust Your Instincts - Robert De Niro
Robert De Niro is one of Hollywood’s iconic names but he’s also the co-founder behind the lifestyle brand Nobu
Hospitality, owner of hotels in Spain and London, as well as Nobu Residences luxury condominiums. De Niro
believes in surrounding yourself with smart advisors but that’s not all. He says, “Listen to as many people as you
can and get their input, but then finally you have to make your own decision about what you're going to do."

What we can learn from this: making up your mind is critical to success, after all, it’s your business. But the first
half of what he says is important too. “Listen.” Soak up what you can from others. Be a lifelong learner. Build your
references from other people’s experiences and then take that information and use it to derive your answers for
your business.

Christina Metcalf is a writer/ghostwriter who believes in the power of story. She works with small businesses, chambers of commerce, and
business professionals who want to make an impression and grow a loyal customer/member base. She loves road trips, hates exclamation
points, and “hole-in-the-wall” restaurants a little more than she should. Connect with her at:
_______________________________________
Twitter: @christinagsmith
Facebook: @tellyourstorygetemtalking
LinkedIn: @christinagsmith

Dawn Murray
Executive Director

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTSIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chamber Staff

Dawn Murray
Executive Director

dmurray@custersd.com

http://www.christinargreen.com/


dmurray@custersd.com

Jamie Dean
Administrative Assistant
jdean@custersd.com

Taylor Young
Office & Events Assistant
tyoung@custersd.com

Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com

Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com

Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com

2023
Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Miranda Boggs

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

RSVP NOW!!!
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To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy: abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by
Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDAR

May 11
Chamber Mixer at Mt Rushmore Brewing Co.

5pm-7pm

May 18
Attractions Meeting Lit Swap

Mt Rushmore Brewing Co

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
1pm-4pm

May 19-21
Tesla Rally

​May 25
Ribbon Cutting for the Community Garden
On the school campus on Sidney Park Rd

(near the ball field)
10:00am

WEEKLY HUMORWEEKLY HUMOR



CHAMBER HAPPENINGSCHAMBER HAPPENINGS







MEMBER SPOTLIGHT



To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

The Hills Finest
Rose Haven Senior Living
JAM Heating and Cooling

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church-LCMS
Jon Gindhart, DC, PC

Life Weavings Expressions

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


Life Weavings Expressions
Garcia Family Clinic-Bella Rejuvenation

US Flag Pole Guy
JandJ Hospitality

Southern Hills Screen Printing
The Church at Custer

AREA EVENTSAREA EVENTS



























VOLUNTEER
2023 Campus
Cleanup Day
Saturday, May 13, 9 AM - 4 PM
Help us usher in another season of Black Hills Playhouse theatre by volunteering for our annual

Cleanup Day! There are projects for people of all interests: sweeping, dusting, painting, fixing,
installing, scrubbing, sawing...the list of fun activities could go and on.

We will start at the Dining Hall at 9:00 AM for a quick meet & greet. After the coffee and intros, we
will promptly split into teams for the day's projects.



A potluck lunch will start at noon. You are welcome to bring anything you like, and please feel free to
jot it down on the sign-up sheet (linked above), Or, if not, just let us know.

We encourage volunteers to bring whatever supplies might make their jobs easier. Certainly doesn't
hurt to have extra shovels, cleaning supplies, rakes, gloves, chainsaws & pole pruners, paint brushes &
rollers, floor magnets, drills, screws, vacuums, etc.

We have been very fortunate to grow the attendance of this event year after year. Let's keep the ball
rolling with your support. Please sign up today! Thank you!

Click Here To Register For Black Hills Playhouse Clean Up!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8MLDr5O-dPNEqWQYE9DGaafBERw4DDx7eq146KXUXKm9rOg/viewform
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NEWS RELEASE
4/20/2023

First Interstate Custer Area Fund is Accepting Grant Applications

The First Interstate Custer Area Fund is accepting applications for grants
from qualified 501 (C) 3 Organizations in the Custer area thru September 12, 2023.
Recipients will be selected and grants funded during the Month of October 2023.

Disbursements by the local board of directors are determined according to the needs of the



Disbursements by the local board of directors are determined according to the needs of the
community. Past disbursements from 1999 to date have totaled $209,560 and have benefited a variety of local
projects, historical organizations, and the arts and humanities.

If your non-profit organization would like to be considered in the disbursement of funds, please complete the First
Interstate Custer Area Fund application form and return it to any board member or mail the form to:
First Interstate Custer Area Fund, 648 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer, SD 57730, Attention: Donna Cullum. Completed

applications can also be emailed to Donna.Cullum@fib.com.

Grant applications forms are available from any local board member, please call: Jenny Behlings 673- 5436, Don
Kraus 673-2072, Curtis Tyler 673-2215, Donna Cullum 673-2215,
Nathan Wiederholt 673- 2716, Bobbi Schmidt 605-450-9956, or Misty Fish 673-4848.

The deadline for completed applications for the annual disbursement of funds bill be September 12, 2023. The
funds will be disbursed during the month of October 2023.











Click Here for The Pulse Newsletter

NEWS FROM THE STATENEWS FROM THE STATE

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/cf11b0b1-f9e6-4af6-9dd1-5c0782f808ee.pdf?rdr=true


Greetings, Tourism Friends!

We hope you've marked your calendars for two of our favorite upcoming events: National Travel & Tourism Week (May 7-13)
and 605 Day (June 5).

Here is a little more information about each event and how to celebrate and engage with Travel South Dakota's efforts:

National Travel & Tourism Week
National Travel & Tourism Week (NTTW) occurs annually the first full week of May. The week's events and activities promote
advocacy and awareness of the tourism industry and its impact on our communities and state. This can be done by hosting events
within your communities, shining a spotlight on tourism and hospitality workforce, social media posts that tell the story of how
travel & tourism creates jobs and supports businesses, op-eds, and letters to your government officials. For more information about
how you can get involved in NTTW, contact Travel South Dakota's Industry Training & Legislative Relations Manager, Bailey
Carlsen, at Bailey.Carlsen@TravelSouthDakota.com or visit SDVisit.com.

605 Day
We all know "The 605" is a great place to live and play, but did you know South Dakota is only one of 12 states in America to have
a single area code (605)? 605 Day is celebrated on June 5 (6/05) and is a one-day event that celebrates all things South Dakota. Post
photos on your social accounts, make an Instagram Reel, host a 605 Day party or plan a giveaway with some cool South Dakota
swag. For more information about celebrating 605 Day, contact Travel South Dakota's Social Media Manager & Global Media
Representative, Stephanie Palmer, at Stephanie.Palmer@TravelSouthDakota.com or visit SDVisit.com.

Thank you for your support of our state's tourism industry. Don't hesitate to reach out with any questions!
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Hello, Tourism Friends!

In partnership with the South Dakota Retailers Association, Travel South Dakota will host renowned leadership
speaker & corporate culture expert Betsy Allen-Manning as part of the 2023 Spring Hospitality Training. Betsy
will travel across South Dakota during National Travel & Tourism Week (May 7-13) to share her message with
front-line staff in seven communities. There is no cost to attend any of the sessions.

People Savvy: Improve Communication, Build Better Relationships & Deal With Difficult People Effectively
Studies show that 85% of your success in life is due to your people skills, yet it's one of the most difficult skills to
develop. In this highly interactive and hilarious presentation, Betsy takes you through an engaging experience of
how different personalities prefer to communicate, connect, be influenced, make decisions, and resolve conflict. As
a human behavior expert, Betsy breaks down personality styles in a humorous and easy way so you can work better
with others and get the results you want.

Actionable Takeaways:
• Get strategies for increasing your emotional intelligence and dealing with difficult people.
• Quickly identify someone's personality, preferences and peeves, and leverage that knowledge to build stronger
relationships, enhance service and reduce conflict with others.
• Discover strategies to common communication issues so you can adapt to get better results with people.
• Learn how each personality style is specifically motivated, and how they prefer to be influenced and make
decisions.

Join Betsy for strategies to achieve the best in your personal and professional life. You'll leave feeling charged up,
motivated and excited to get back out there and work your magic.

If Betsy will not be visiting your community, you are welcome to join us at any of the seven sessions! Anyone
involved with a business relevant to the tourism industry is encouraged to attend the free trainings. Travel South
Dakota hopes all business owners and managers will encourage their front-line employees to attend these sessions,
which are specifically designed for them.

SCHEUDLE

Hot Springs - Monday, May 8, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (MT) - Mueller Civic Center, 801 S. 6th Street
Spearfish - Monday, May 8, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. (MT) - Black Hills State University (Meier Hall, next to Berry

Library), Yellow Jacket Lane
Rapid City - Tuesday, May 9, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. (MT) - The Monument (LaCroix Hall C), 444 Mt. Rushmore Road

N
Fort Pierre - Tuesday, May 9, 2:30- 3:30, p.m. (CT) - Casey Tibbs Rodeo Center, 210 Verendrye Drive

Sioux Falls - Wednesday, May 10, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (CT) - Holiday Inn City Centre (Starlite Room), 100 W 8th
Street

Watertown - Wednesday, May 10, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. (CT) - Goss Opera House, 100 E Kemp Avenue
Yankton - Thursday, May 11, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (CT) - Mead Cultural Education Center (Leonard Hall), 82

Mickelson Drive

If you have any questions about the Spring Hospitality Training, please feel free to contact Travel South Dakota's
Industry Training & Legislative Relations Manager, Bailey Carlsen, at Bailey.Carlsen@TravelSouthDakota.com or
visit SDVisit.com.

All our best, 
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All our best, 
Jim and Team

PRESS RELEASESPRESS RELEASES

Black Hills Parks & Forests Association’s 2 nd Virtual Fundraise,
the South Dakota Centennial Trail Challenge will begin May 29.
 
For Immediate Release
Contact: Brad Keizer, Black Hills Parks & Forests Association
bkeizer@blackhillsparks.org
Join Black Hills Parks & Forests Association (BHPFA) for a virtual
fundraiser, the South Dakota Centennial Trail Hike Challenge. Between
Memorial Day, May 29, 2023 and Labor Day, September 4, 2023, BHPFA
is encouraging public land supporters from around the country to virtually
travel the length of the South Dakota Centennial Trail from Wind Cave
National Park to Bear Butte State Park. Participants can earn miles by self-
supported, non-motorized activities like running, hiking, walking, and
swimming from anywhere they choose. After completing an activity,
participants can upload their mileage to the challenge’s website, where their
progress is tracked along an interactive map of the Centennial Trail.
 
“We want to inspire folks to spend time outside, explore public lands, and embrace physical activity! This will be a
fun and interactive event, we encourage participants to sign their friends and family up and challenge each other!”
says Executive Director Patty Ressler.
 
Registration is required to take a part in this virtual event and will open May13. The cost is $25 for BHPFA
members and $55 for non-members and includes an event sticker & patch. Non-members will receive a
complimentary membership. If you are currently a member, there will be an early bird, members only registration,
beginning May 1. This fundraiser supports BHPFA’s non-profit mission of supporting interpretive programs,
educational activities and research efforts to protect and preserve the cultural and natural resources of the Black
Hills and Nebraska. Thank you to the generous sponsors who are helping make this event possible. To learn more
and to register visit: https://blackhillsparks.org/south-dakota-centennial-trail-hike-challenge/
 
BHPFA is an official non-profit partner of the National Park Service and USDA Forest Service, with the mission to
support wonder and exploration through stewardship of your public lands. This year, BHPFA is providing $83,000
to their partners for educational materials and programs.
. For more information about Black Hills Parks & Forests Association, check out the website at
www.blackhillsparks.org or call 605-745-7020.
 

Photo Caption: Participants will receive an event sticker & patch as part of registration with this bison logo.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 17, 2023                                       

CONTACT: Shanna Hockert;
Brand and Marketing Manager
605.574.9625
                                                       

 
Addie Camp General Store Opens Next to Prairie

Berry Winery
 

HILL CITY, S.D. - The Homestead at Prairie Berry Winery is now Addie
Camp General Store. Pick up essentials and enjoy coffee, housemade
bakery items, grab-and-go snacks, locally made ice cream, picnic food, sundries, outdoor & camping supplies,
state & forest service permits, and so much more!
 
Built in the early 1900s, Addie Camp General Store was originally the Frank Sherman home, a family
residence in the community of Pactola.
 
In 1952 the construction of the Pactola Dam started and the homes and businesses in the area had to be
moved. The home was put up for auction the following year, was purchased, and moved 6 miles north near
Hill City.
 
The home was renovated in 1996 and opened as The Mistletoe Ranch and Quilt Corral.
 
In 2012, Prairie Berry Winery expanded and purchased The Mistletoe Ranch. It was converted to a wedding
and event space, The Homestead, and in 2023 it re-opened as Addie Camp General Store.
 
Addie Camp General Store is currently open Thursday - Sunday 8 a.m - 5 p.m. Additional information can be
found at https://addiecamp.com/general-store/.
 
 
ABOUT PRAIRIE BERRY WINERY
South Dakota's second commercial winery, Prairie Berry Winery was co-founded in 1999 by fifth generation
winemaker and brewmaster Sandi Vojta. Made on site, the award-winning wines are infused with both local
and seasonal ingredients. 
 
Prairie Berry Winery is located in the Black Hills of South Dakota near Mount Rushmore on Highway 385.
 
Shanna Hockert | Brand and Marketing
P R A I R I E  B E R R Y  L L C
Shannah@prairieberry.com I P: 605.574.9625

http://www.prairieberry.com/
https://addiecamp.com/general-store/
mailto:ShannaH@prairieberry.com


Custer Senior Center
May Schedule

​Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events! 

WEEKLY INSPIRATIONWEEKLY INSPIRATION
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED





Pacer Minerals has a job opening for Plant Operator. General
manufacturing experience preferred. Training will be provided on all
equipment. 
Email resume to paula@pacerminerals.com or apply in person at 25429 US
Hwy 385, Custer, SD

mailto:paula@pacerminerals.com






Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Send Us An Email

Connect With Us

 ​  ​  ​  ​  ​  ​

Visit our website

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:Info@CusterSD.com
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber
https://twitter.com/CusterAreaChamb
https://www.pinterest.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/custer-area-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdBURr1f5pzUGoA_ZszwZng
https://custersd.com/



